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Apocalypses throughout History

How big does a disaster have to be to seem apocalyptic? How does that relate to
culture/technology? What's the most recent apocalyptic events you know of? The
oldest? What’s the most common kind of apocalypse? Disease, war, natural disaster...?

Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies by Jared M. Diamond

Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed: Revised Edition by Jared Diamond

The World Until Yesterday: What Can We Learn from Traditional Societies? by Jared
Diamond

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of dates predicted for apocalyptic events

Historical

Mesoamerica
North America

Population of the America’s 100 million pre-white contact
nine million people in 1650
90% by 1700

The scope of the epidemics over the years was tremendous, killing millions of people —
possibly in excess of 90% of the population in the hardest hit areas—and creating one
of "the greatest human catastrophe in history, far exceeding even the disaster of the
Black Death of medieval Europe",which had killed up to one-third of the people in
Europe and Asia between 1347 and 1351. The Black Death occurred to a European
population which also had not been exposed and had little or no resistance to a new
disease.

Black Plague
Wars

First World War
Holocaust
North American Indians
South American Indians
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Size of the community effects how many need to die for it to be the end
Jared Diamond

Collapse - Jared Diamond

Fear of apocalypse
First millenians
Second millenials
Heaven’s Gate
Jonestown

In literature
Fear of nuclear war

Disease

super bugs

pOX
Environmental Collapse

Collapse
Genocide

Holocausts

Great Books

The Road, Cormac McCarthy

The Stand, Stephen King

World War Z, Max Brooks

Alas Babylon, Pat Frank
Childhood’s End, Arthur C. Clark



