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From Start to Finish - Drafting the Manuscript

From Start to Finish: Manuscripts

How do you determine when a project has become too large and needs to be broken
down into parts? How do you determine where to conclude one part of a series of
stories and save the rest for the next part? Do you ever really feel like a work is
complete or do you just have to stop and move on to something else? Do you revise
and rewrite while you are still drafting?

Different kinds of writers:

If you’ve only got one book in you
Savor each word, re-write enjoy
This won’t help you

Professional or Hobbyist?
Hobbyist: Enjoy
Professional: Work
One Book: follow the muse
Craftsman: Here ya’ go

From an outline

Navigational way points <-----
plot points
character development
theme
ending

The arc
Refined while writing

Location and Distraction
Coffee shop for me
Focus

Time alone
Early Morning
Late at Night

Routine
Make it a job, a thing that MUST be done



Priority
Caffeine
End each session knowing where the next one goes

Lists & Research
Character names and descriptions/references
Time Lines, calendars

Deadlines and Goals

Write fast
“No more than 3 months on any rough draft
(if you can)
Follow the stream - keep on it, mimic the reading experience

NaNoWriMo
1,666 / day

Spreadsheet of progress

Tell other people what you’re doing?
1- pressure
2- “To Keep Silent.”

(For me, it’s gotten harder to write fast because I'm afraid of repeating myself)
But it can be done

Do Not Edit until Rough Draft is Done.
Always exceptions

Flow and pressure

Tools
Notebook
Handy
in purse/pocket
by the bed
lighted pen
Computer
Mac
Software
Scrivener
Backups



Time Machine
Thumb drives
Disks

The Cloud

Editing
Polish
Readers
Alpha
Beta
Read aloud

Book will never actually ever be finished, only abandoned

START ANOTHER BOOK



