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Plague and Disease Panel

lliness, both real and fictional, has been the downfall of many a civilization. What real
diseases and epidemics make great fiction. And how can you tweak reality to make
great fictional destruction.

Conflict
Man v. Man
Man v. nature <----- Plague
Man v. himself

The reality, the horror
Not known in our lifetime?
Used to be very common
Black Plague
American Indians
Spanish Flue
Might well be big again
“BBC - Golden Age of Antibiotics set to end.”
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-25654112
MRSA
B
H1N1 (Bird Flu)
swine flu

Fills the imagination with dread due to the powerlessness it puts in most people
invisible enemy
deadly and viral
some resistant
God’s hand?
Moral cleansing
Apacolyptic
Shows our infirmatiies
The Random Killer
no matter how strong or smart we are - it can get us
A Separate Peace (sudden death)

Another adversary

Lifestyle diseases = epidemics
HIV


http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-25654112
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-25654112

B
Cancer
Diabetes
Obesity

Other conditions
Trenchfoot
Scurvy
Lead poisoning

The Terror

Power of the fever
Dreams/hallucinations
good for supernatural/subconscious connections

Resources for knowing how to run/describe disease
Internet
Medical professionals
Imagination

Spreading disease - apocalypse
Zombies
Contagion
Question of how long it takes to kill
Kill fast won’t spread
Needs to incubate a long time
flu

Books
Decameron Boccaccio (14th Century)
The Stand
World War Z
Parable of the Sower (drug craze)

Incidental
any disease

The greatest disease = death
We always lose

Population of the America’s 100 million pre-white contact



nine million people in 1650
90% by 1700

The scope of the epidemics over the years was tremendous, killing millions of people—
possibly in excess of 90% of the population in the hardest hit areas—and creating one
of "the greatest human catastrophe in history, far exceeding even the disaster of the
Black Death of medieval Europe",which had killed up to one-third of the people in
Europe and Asia between 1347 and 1351. The Black Death occurred to a European
population which also had not been exposed and had little or no resistance to a new
disease.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Death
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Death

