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Writing Horror

What is the difference between horror and suspense? Does your horror story have to
have a monster in it? How do you make your story a horror story? If there isn’t a lot of

blood in the story, can it still be considered horror? How do you create good
psychological horror?

“Drama is change; tragedy is extreme change; comedy is unexpected change; horror is
inexplicable change.”

“Horror (along with the other change stuff) should make you need to change your
underwear”

Writing Horror

Suspense v. Horror
Mystery v. Suspense

Horror - intimate to work
otherwise it’s a disaster story

Horror must be intimate to work
Slasher gore v. horror

The art of tantalizing

Gore versus suspense

What scares us?
supernatural

Getting in touch with our fears

What makes a horror
Setting
Mood
Danger
Graphic violence
though also some thriller



Comedy/Fear closely related
Intimacy of horror versus distance of disaster

Comedy and drama
proximity

Comedy is wide
Life is tragedy when seen close up, comedy in long shot
Laughing is close to screaming

Supernatural



