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Writing, Literacy, and Culture
How did different writing systems originally develop? How does writing technology (clay
+Stylus, pen, pencil, printing press, keyboard) affect how writing systems look or work?
What large-scale impacts does literacy (or lack thereof) have on culture?
Writing Literature and Culture
Cultural Literacy:
references and origins
to be part of the culture’s dialog
The big cultural water cooler
No TV :~(
Books = portable ideas
the movement of ideas
The changing, morphing, EVOLUTION of culture, thought - the species

Intellectual property?

Copyright / public domain / cultural evolution

Standing on the shoulders of giants to see farther than ever before
Words from the dead

Writing as a form of intergenerational communication
being usurped by other media

Free up space for other things
Allows specialization that has evolved the species

People today don’t need to know how to make fire

Information overload today
publishing today



Might still change (Internet under assault)



